
 The Long Legacy 
 On  3240 Broadway, Boulder,  CO 80304 is Long's house.  It is the 118 year old 

 house that is still home to the creators of Long’s Garden, one of the only few gardens 

 left  in modern Boulder.  Their house is a beautiful building that  is very unique.  With the 

 curved roof and the balcony looking at the flatirons and the many other houses behind 

 the main one.  Unfortunately we don’t see many like it anymore.   The Long’s house 

 gives me a feeling of home. 

 Built in 1906, the Long’s house has been standing for more than a hundred 

 years.  The house has always been home to the Longs through generations till this very 

 day.  The owners of the house, Catherine and Dennis Long Gates, didn’t change the 

 house much because it is home to many old memories and  stories. Many rooms are 

 special in the house but one stands out, according to Catherine Long Gates. “  Our 

 kitchen on the east side of our house is special because it was a small little house that 

 was located further south on Broadway behind the Earl House at 2429 Broadway. Mr. 

 Earl was a supporter and investor in my grandfather's business. In the 1920, he wanted 

 to get rid of the little house and offered it to my grandfather who had it moved and 

 attached to the east side of our existing house. When you open the cupboard doors in 

 the kitchen you can see the wall of the original house.”  Charles Paterson built the 

 Long’s house on one of his subdivisions; he used Dutch colonial architecture to design 

 it.  Dutch colonial architecture came from the European colonists to America.  The basic 

 feature of a Dutch colonial house are the two sided roofs and eaves that stretch the 

 length of the house.  The people who lived in this house and the house itself have been 

 a big part in building Boulder. 



 JD Long was told he had 6 months left to live because of tuberculosis. He 

 decided to spend it by giving it to nature.  JD started a seed catalog in downtown 

 Boulder before buying a plot of land outside what used to be the heart of Boulder.  In 

 that plot of land JD started a significant iris garden, an iris garden that would become a 

 life changing garden for many people in the community, an iris garden that would stay in 

 Boulder for countless years.  This immense iris garden inspires the future of Boulder 

 because it shows that even with more buildings popping up where nature used to thrive, 

 the Long’s gardens and Long’s house stayed along with the people who made it happen 

 staying in Boulder too.  This shows that humans don't just destroy nature, it also shows 

 that in 50 years people will still want to have gardens in their neighborhood.  I believe in 

 50 years people will still be inspired by Long's house and garden because it shows the 

 beauty of nature and shows that you don't have to do a lot to change the world, you can 

 just decide to plant flowers. 

 Long’s house is a work of art, I should know because I see it everyday.  Whether 

 I’m driving past it, walking beside it or even visiting my elementary school, the Long’s 

 house makes me feel at home. I live just a block away from their house which is right by 

 the Boulder Rec Center. Almost everytime I play tennis behind the rec center I am 

 greeted by a herd of goats that almost look like they're smiling no matter what.  The 

 goats make me feel very welcome even if there is no room on the tennis courts.  Right 

 across the road from the house was my elementary school which used to be part of the 

 iris gardens before the Long’s sold it.  The Longs felt like there should be land for the 

 Boulder kids to go to school.  Using that money, they bought the land to the east that 

 would become another garden and learning space, called Growing Gardens. This gives 



 me a feeling of kindness. I will always be grateful that they sold the land to give the kids 

 in my neighborhood a nice school to go to.  My dog loves to walk by the house because 

 of all the flowers that grow in the garden. I run with him as he goes from iris to iris 

 sniffing around.  This gives me a feeling of playfulness.  Whenever I drive by the house 

 if I'm going to school, soccer, or just to the store I always end up looking over at it. The 

 proud wood, the bold flashes of paints would catch anyone's eyes.  Everytime I stare at 

 the house I feel like I notice something new and learn something else about it.  This 

 winter even after all those times glancing at it, I just noticed the goats in their backyard. 

 Their house gives me a feeling of growth because I am always learning something new. 

 It’s not just me who gets a feeling of home. All the animals in the neighborhood love to 

 have a quick stay in the gardens and the house. 

 Deers, goats, pollinators, dogs, foxes, and more visit Long’s garden and stay in 

 the backyard of the house.  When the Longs first moved to Boulder from the west the 

 family was not used to seeing deer but when they started planting their irises the deers 

 were interested and started poking around the garden.  The deers wouldn’t eat the 

 irises; they would just come because they felt safe inside the walls that separated the 

 gardens from Broadway. Long’s garden is one of the deers’ favorite places to be.  In the 

 summers the gardens are filled with not only thousands of different types of irises but by 

 bees, crickets and many more bugs and pollinators.  I visited Longs garden in second 

 grade, for a field trip, where I learned all about beekeeping.  I remember dressing up in 

 the bee suit and visiting the bees out in the plants.  It was exciting to be out in nature 

 and learning about the natural world.  All year round the goats roam around the area 

 even in the winter where the snow covers everything, the goats are in the backyard. 



 The Long’s house has a very big connection to nature and Catherine and Dennis say 

 “Our job as a farmer is to live in harmony with the natural world.” 

 Long’s house for me inspires the future, connects to nature and to myself, and 

 while doing all of that the house looks amazing.  That is why I think that the Long’s 

 house on  3240 Broadway should be a Boulder Historic  Landmark. 

 LONGS HOUSE FROM THE FRONT 
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