
                                        Boulder Bookstore

A sense of place. What does it mean to feel a part of something or at home somewhere?

We all have our own definition of what a sense of place means. When I look back on my

early childhood, all the way up to now and I think back to where I feel that sense of

place, where I have memories, and where I continue to always go . I immediately think

of the Boulder Bookstore.

The Boulder Bookstore is currently located at 1107 Pearl Street,  Boulder, Colorado

80302. Everyday a plentiful amount of pedestrians enjoy the activities and dining Pearl

Street has to offer. The Boulder Bookstore is just one of the wonderful places on Pearl

Street yet it adds so much charm and character to the street. Opened in 1973 by founder

David Bolduc, the Boulder Bookstore is now the largest independent bookstore in

Boulder. It wasn't always this way. When it first opened the store was in a small space

that is currently the location of Athleta. The store was so small it could only hold 10

bookcases and 5 employees. It is now home to over 50 employees,100,000 books, and is

3 stories high.

But what makes the bookstore separate itself from any other standard bookstore? And

why should it be preserved forever? It feels like magic. The layout of the store is so

simple yet so charming. When you first walk in you are welcomed immediately by art

from local artists as well as the newest books. The ground-level floor is standard but the



magic really happens both upstairs and downstairs. Walk down the back hallway and

you will find the children's section. The area is laid out in such a way that children can

get lost in the books for hours. The kids have their own area of adventure complete with

books for all different ages, arts and crafts, educational toys, and many different nooks

and crannies for reading. It takes the young into a world of infinite possibilities. Head

up the stairs next to the register to find my personal favorite part and what I think

makes the store so special. The Ballroom. I bet I know exactly your thoughts. A

ballroom? In a bookstore?  This exquisite room was once used as an actual working

ballroom. But why was there a ballroom in the building to begin with? The building was

originally used as a meeting place for secret societies and as a dance hall with an

orchestra. This room makes you feel like you're stepping right into a fairy tale. The

ceilings are lined with beautiful chandeliers as well as stained glass on the windows. The

owner David actually had to hire an artist specializing in historic stained glass to match

some of the original pieces. The ballroom is home to fiction, poetry, art, photography,

science fiction and fantasy, mystery, audiobooks, and teen books which makes it easy to

get lost wandering and looking at all the wonderful art and books for hours. The beauty

of the ballroom is like no other and not something that can be found anywhere. It is

truly special. Upstairs adjacent to the ballroom. The upper north room is also referred to

as The Annex. This room is for all our hippie personalities in boulder. They are part of

what makes Boulder so…. Boulder! This is a smaller hidden room. It's a peaceful oasis

for those looking for books on Health, Shamanism, Psychology, Cultural Studies,

Sexuality, Writing, Buddhism, Christianity, Philosophy, Yoga, and Spirituality. And

lastly downstairs in the basement, you will find Science, Nature, Outdoors, Cooking,

Architecture, Pets, Sports, and Crafts. It sounds plain, but trust me it's not. The theme is



in almost a way where you have to explore and seek and get lost in the enchantment of

books to find what you need or perhaps what you didn't know you needed. There is truly

something for everyone. The Bookstore also features a local aspect to its business model.

They buy used books from locals and then resell them. This helps squeeze all the love

out of books ensuring that everyone can enjoy a good book. An estimated 640,000 tons

of books are sent to the landfill each year after being read or unread. Boulder Bookstore

is one step in the right direction to help this problem. This is something small helping

the earth that makes a huge difference in our world. There's more! The store also

features products from local artists and merchants. You can find homemade chocolate at

the register, hand-painted postcards, art, posters and you guessed it books from local

authors! This is so amazing to see a small business supporting other small businesses.

They are helping so many new businesses owners and authors get a start in the world.

Something so special that you don't see very often. The store has been at the front of the

¨shop local movement¨ for over a decade. Along with that, the store also hosts over 150

author events every year. These events are great opportunities for authors and readers

alike. Fun fact!! The building was named the Buckingham Block in 1905 and if you look

today the top of the building still reads that. The history of this store is something

fantastic and somewhat unbelievable that we are so lucky to have this piece of history in

our own hometown.

For me I have so many memories that take place here. When I was little, my dad and I

would always have a tradition that when we went out downtown, I could pick out a book

at the store. As my sister got older she was included too. I'm now 14 and this is still one

of my favorite traditions. And to this day we never miss a chance to experience the store.



It's a special place where even the littlest thing makes a difference. I am very lucky to

have a place like this in my town. And so are you, that's why it should be preserved as a

historical piece forever.
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